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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR SI. 56 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of a document known to Applicants 
in order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56. 

This case was recently transferred from another firm to the undersigned counsel. 
Accordingly, Japanese Utility Model Registration number 3090513 submitted herewith has just 
recently come to our attention. While Applicants submit the Utility Model Registration to ensure 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants do not believe that the Japanese Utility Model 
Registration is available as a prior art reference against the present application. Under Japan's 
Utility Model Law of 1993, an application is granted a utility model registration without a 
substantive examination. However, before the owner of a Utility Model can enforce its legal 
rights, the owner must obtain a "registrability report," which is, in essence, an examination on the 
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merits stating that the claim of legal rights in the Utility Model is valid. Thus, the Utility Model 
registration itself is not enforceable until one obtains an examination, a "registrability report." 
Because the Utility Model is not enforceable at the date of registration, the Utility Model 
Registration is not a "patent" or "patented" for the purposes of 35 U.S.C. § 102(d). See MPEP § 
2135.01, The Four Requirements of 35 U.S.C. 102(d) (stating that 'Patented 5 means 'a formal 
bestowal of patent rights from the sovereign to the applicant' and quoting In re Monks, 588 F.2d 
308, 310, 200 USPQ 129, 131 (CCPA 1978)). 

A copy of each non-U.S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not intended as 
an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 
§ 1.56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action which would be appropriate to 
antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is determined to be a 
prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 

TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed document is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), before the 
mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR §1.1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 CFR 
§1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

The relevance of the foreign-language document is described in the English translation of 
the application for a utility model registration. An English translation of the foreign-language 
document is not readily available. However, the absence of such translation does not relieve the 
PTO from its duty to consider the submitted foreign language document (37 CFR §1.98 and 
MPEP §609). 
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Applicants respectfully request that each listed document be considered by the Examiner 
and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form PTO/SB/08 
be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 



A credit card payment form in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed in accordance with 37 
CFR §1.17(p) to cover the fee associated with an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 06-1447. Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by the credit 
card payment form being unsigned, providing incorrect information resulting in a rejected credit 
card transaction, or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid 
amount to Deposit Account No. 06-1447. 



FEE 



§ 1.97(c). 



Respectfully submitted, 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 26371 
Telephone: (414) 297-5724 
Facsimile: (414) 297-4900 




Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 30,844 
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Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents 
at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of 
the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document 
under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, 
and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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